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have decided to cash my $1,000-check
~fzomthe CIA. It was not an easy decision. ...
:Tnécheck wasa token compensation for-
~opening my mail illegally, just part of the -
"U.S..government's long surveillance of me
: while I.was considered a_possible subver.
wSive:7As a loyal American; I'find ‘this puny
 faward” insult added to injury i A
i =aéjx;zatte‘:_~beganinAugust.1975. when I
_requssted-my files from the-Central Intel-;

eral Bureau of In

ry for'many. years.’I can establish-that.on *;
--May 7,.1850, I was living it up in Ensenada; ;i
. - Mexico, in my beautiful 1947 Ford converti-.

_ble, having sold that cranky Studebaker &%

Foryears, I-assumed that the F-:éf;ldd
concocted the story about the stolen jewels.
justto fish from me information about why I

month o'so previously.- * .

- From my files'I found out about all kinds.
{.things that had been going on around me-
~without my Knowing about them. One of th :
» MOst bizarre occurrences, which I thought Iw«-ter. disclosed that ‘the agents had anza8di-
‘understood; at the time;turned out to:

omething quite different.’™ . . e

As Itecall the incident, I was sitting inm
.office on-East.36th Street in. Manhattan-o
the afterncon.of Sept: 24, 1964, when- tw
"FBI agents:walked in and ‘identified them
‘selves. One'of them; a dead ringer for-Dick’
Tracy, showed me'a photograph of myselfin
dark glasses; carrying my bulging briefcase
and marching along at full tilt. He asked if i
as me in the photo, and I said it was, .
T ;
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+7. . Vhenrlifirst-read-them, I didn't kno
“achstherito-laugh or. ¢ry. On almost every
~page, “large areas’ were »blacked- out . b

- -StrezXs froot a heavy ink brush. But enoug

dicated-that: he:hasia-very - practicai- ap-
proachto the problem of- disarmament;and
he is not disloyal to'the United Statesythere
are-some factars showing his past aSsodia- |

lon with Communist Party membe$ which |
Teises some‘question as to the desirability of
ur ‘conducting“an interview.” I.canionly!
onder-if they had-in mind my suspicious i
1d Studebaker: mention of it turned:up re-
peatedly in repartson me over the yezrs:, i

:Most surprising“was-the fact that Iy file
icluded photocopies of 12ietters thatThzd
‘sent 10 the SovietUnion, most in connection
¥ith 2 month-long 't that I'd inade there
in>1965. ' This ‘evidence that ‘my mail’Had:

een opened appearéd to establish that thy

* remaingd to distnay me tharoughly. .-
=--One example from an FBI-report: “A cur
“rent-informant (name obliterated) “out o
“‘the Los ‘Angeies-office, Who' has furnishe
-reliable information in the past, advised on
M2y 18,1930, that on May:7, 1950, the Cali-
-fornia Labor School; Los ‘Angeles Division, ;
- sponsored.a May Day Festival at 330 S. Ford:
Blvd;Los. Angeles. Informast advised that
-amang autdmobiles parkedin the vicinity at
-the'time of the festival was ode bearing Cal<
“orria license53'2 783, which informant
- 2dvis=d was régistered to Richard M. Hud-
<s0nJr., 1459 Corson St., Pasadena, for a 1941
S IR

‘volvedf'—*perhaﬁ»SfinadveﬁgntIy-;—m. one‘
the biggest jewel robbery rings'in history. A:
arge cache of stolen Jewels, including some
““taken during. a*burglary-in -Jack Benny's
-home in Beverly  Hills, :was to have been
-passed to.the country’s:top fencerat’ 53rd
Street and Madison Avente. At'theappoin
.€d hour, with the FBI waiting nearby in’a
green panel truck, I happened:along. ‘But’ eared t ‘that' 1
omething had caused the deal to abort ‘The rights ‘had been-violated. My attorney &@d-

“. vised me to submit damage claimsof §20,009
Z.oPer letter—a total of 3240,000—~which Tdid:

In‘a recént court: case,’ the ‘defendanys:
Yictims -of ' FBI “mail epening,; Twerebedch
awarded $1,000.:Soon after, } received-the

- D2partment, having passed its tough-four-’
'Cay written exam.:When'J :took ‘the oral “i24: [
;-examin Washington,] detected nohint that' ¥

T might be suspected of.holding subversive

the'CIA. An accorpany -
at cashing‘‘thétcheck
nited States and.its:

R

:views: I was told that T'was perhaps a-bitx vhy I officers“and ‘employees from -any “znd 2l
i young, and. should:reapply : the*following % 53rd and Magison at that time and date:"M liability ‘arising :out’of this agericy’s maj|

wyear; but by then I'had decided ‘secretary:was” helpful; ST :bet#you:wer
sion’ wi

that I.pre

tercept program.’

I ferredacareer in yourpalism. i o8, ‘walking back from the Soviet.mi
:=-To'this day,'I have never -heard F'the:vour interview-on peacekeeping.”;
iforni Labor School..‘HaVing.kept'a'dizlx eOf urg o
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B -ufchanc’eé'pffﬁmngtda:ﬁagmw;he
Jpeople involved ‘would-have to pay persan--

tally. But-I was told-that, since I was:one of

o ' _ ~“only ™~ about <70 pegple. Wwho“had:récgived
e 4 $1,000 checks,while “more . than™120.000 ; |

fwere party tothe class.action‘as vicdms:of
*mail -opening, my -participation woidd not
¥strengthen _the‘mse;_-l?‘urthermore,"it{xﬁig'ht
. not beresolved foryears. TR il
- 2*So I'have decided t6 cash the checkiThe
j‘njoney-‘?{ill-come'in»handy; but ¥ am =faid
- that'it’s only-a’tap.on the :SpY- agencies’
“wrist;"What will- keep the government{rom ! °

‘Topening my mail again

: ‘the Centerfor - W,
- of Global Report and
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